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Homeless: 
cauni | DOMetimes 
sad | all they need 
isa break’ 


Continued from page Al 
vouchers, said many newcomers wind up on 
the street because of a variety of financial or 
personal problems. 

“Sometimes all they need is n break.” Sens 
said. “If I can help someone out and get him 
home, maybe that's the one break in life they 
need to get back on their feet.” 

County officials bristled when the reunifiea- 
tion program got a black eye in the national 
press recently, The New York Times and Time 
magazine mentioned the Sacramento program 
in stories about how some communities are 
cracking down on homeless people by sweeping 
them out of sight. 

Cheryl Davis, chief of the county Department 
of Human Assistance, said the articles misrep- 
resented the program as “a mass and random 
‘one-way ticket out of town for all homeless per- 
sons.” She emphasized that bus vouchers are 
given only to those who have family willing to 
help them and that staff follow up to check 
their progress 

“On any given day, we have 1,865 homeless 
men, women and children in our various hous- 
ing programs working diligently to improve 
their lives,” Davis said. “For some of the 
best solution is a chance to return home. 

Most of the participants have boarded buses 
since late fall, Gallaway said. Officials plan to 
begin checking on them six months after the 
left “to make sure this is a positive thing for the 
clients,” she said 

Only one person who left town has returned 
to Sacramento, where he entered a drug-treat 
ment program to resolve problems that led to 
his homelessness, Sens said 

James and Amanda Lang and their 9-year- 
old daughter, Jan, took a chance on a free bus 
ride to his mother’s home in San Bernardino 
County. The Langs moved to Sacramento from 
Colorado in November for a job that fell 
through. When their money ran out, they were 
forced to sleep at a Salvation Army shelter. 

Lang called his mother, Sharon Berryhill, 
who agreed to take the family in, They arrived 
in January, reuniting Berryhill with a son she 
hadn't seen in four months and a granddaugh- 
ter she had never known, 

“We were really glad to get down here,” said 
James Lang, who has found a construction job 
near his mother's home in Yucca Valley 

The program has returned people to families 
from Stockton to Newark, N.J., Gallaway said 
‘The average bus fare is $89 ~ which, Sens not- 
ed, is less than the $100 booking fee at the 
county jail for illegal camping, nuisance ertmes 
and other misdemeanors for which homeless 
people often are arrested 

The effort is modeled on a 5-year-old pro- 
gram in Reno that has cut the demand for city 
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If you really believe in a society of 
limited government, of people being 
able to make a range of choices for 
themselves .. . you either maintain 
the moral foundation or you give up 
the liberty. 

” 


Alan Keyes 


a ‘Bee phonograpns/Hector Amezcus 
‘More people have turned up here now than are expected to vote for me here in California,” Alan Keyes told his CSUS audience. 


Keyes: With humor, he acknowledges long odds 
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tian of you give up the liberty,” Keyes 
said. 

Long after Elizabeth Dole, Lamar 
Alexander, Gary Bauer and Steve 
Forbes dropped out of the Republican 
race for president. Keyes perseveres 
But he doesn't have the support that 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush and Arizo- 
na Sen. John McCain enjoy 

In the latest Field Poll in late Febru- 


likely voters indicated they would vote 
for Keyes in Tuesday's primary elee- 
tion, compared with 22 percent for 
Bush and 20 percent for McCain. 
Keyes, who also ran for president in 
knows he doesn't have the num- 
bers. In fact, after coming onto the 
stage and eying the standing- 
room-only crowd in the University 
Ballroom, he quipped, “More people 
have turned up here now than are ex- 
pected to vote for Califor- 
nia,” eliciting laugh e crowd, 
Keyes kept his listeners’ attention 
throughout the half-hour speech and 
the 10-minute question-and-answer 
period that followed, standing at the 


edge of the stage and gesturing ener- 
getically 

Only at one point did an uncomfort- 
able silence envelop the crowd: The 
electricity unexpectedly went out, 
leaving the crowd and Keyes in near 
pitch-darkness 

But the tension was defused wh 
in the darkness, Keyes said, “It gives 
ew meaning to covert operations,” a 
subject the former UN. ambassador 
had just been discussing in relation to 
America's foreign and intervention 
policies. 

‘After the doors to the ballroom were 
opened, Keyes continued to answer 
questions in the dim light and without 
‘4 microphone until power was restored 
about five minutes later. 

During his speech, Keyes focused an 
one of his core arguments, that Ameri- 
cans are straying from basic religious 
tenets and forgetting that “there is a 
God, and you're not him.” This move 
away from religious principles, he 
said, has led politicians to wield exces- 
sive power. 

n you free conscience from the 
fear of God, you enable abuses,” Keyes 
‘aid, and used abortion as an example 
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TIME & MONEY 
Tax help 

Stressed out yet from 
working on your 
income taxes? 
Oh, you haven't 
even started? 
Here's « look at 
four professions 
in California 
euthorized to 
prepare taxes 
for you and what it 
will cost to get some 
help this year 


Bad behavior 
Good sportsmanship, unfortu- 
nately, is no longer in vogue in 
high school sports. Athletes and 
coaches are commonly heckled. 
Referees are confronted by angry 
parents During some games, 
young competitors talk more 
trash than gangsta rappers. Bee 
Staff Writer Joe Davidson reports 
on @ trend that is 
alarming school officials 
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“My humanity and my personhood is 
not a matter of my mother's choice, my 
father’s choice, or anybody's human 
choice,” he said. “It's already been de- 
cided by the choice of almighty God.” 

Keyes’ staunch opposition to abor- 
tion was one of the things that attract- 
ed Jawid Yusuf, 23, to the speech. Tot- 
ing a red, white and blue “Alan Keyes 
for President 2000” poster, the electri- 
cal engineering student said he re- 
spects for standing up for his 
beliefs and not backing down 

"You have to have some moral 
standards to keep society afloat,” Yu- 
suf said, “Keyes doesn’t go with the 
mainstream. { respect that.” 

But not everyone in the audience 
agreed wholeheartedly with the for- 
met ambassador. Diane Baranowski, 
48, and her daughter Shannon, 21, of 
Orangevale are both Republicans who 
support abortion rights. 

e Baranowski said she agrees 
with Keyes that the tax system should 
be reformed and that government 
ahould be reduced. She said she was 
he focused on abortion 
issues Friday. 

“I'm afraid he doesn't understand 


disappointed 
and 


once again leading the way 


spending 
“While the February jobs report was a step 
in the right direction, the job slowdown merely 


icular, the number of construction 
by 26,000 after warmer than usual 


‘weather in January contributed to a seasonal- 


that you can be an agnostic or not 
wrapped up in religious issues and 
still be committed to making changes,” 
he said. 


Shannon Baranowski, who is a CSU 
Secramento senior majoring in liberal 
studies, said she also agrees with some 
of Keyes’ beliefs, but “he lost me after 
talking about his stand on abortion.” 

Diane Baranowski said she will like- 
ly vote for Bush, while her daughter 
said she’s still undecided 


But Norman Gonzales, 27, is voting 


for Keyes. 

“Ambassador Keyes is the only can- 
didate to speak about the issues 
and to not waver in his integrity,” said 
Gonzales, vice chairman of the Calior- 
nia College Republicans of CSU Sacra- 
mento, the group that invited Keyes to 
speak. 

He said it's imy 
hear from all 
and McCain 

“I speak to so many people every day 
who agree with that message,” he said, 
“but aren't voting for him because they 
believe he doesn't have a shot.” 


rtant for voters to 
idates, not just Bush 


span recently signaled that the central bank is 
likely to increase short-term interest rates 
again when it meets on March 21 - that would 
be the fifth such increase since last June - was 
a decline in the total number of people who say 
they would like a job but don’t have one, At 
some point that shrinkage will result in infla- 
tuonary wage increases, he told Congress last 
mont 


But at least for last month, that pool of un- 
workers increased. 


employed 
officiall 


relax 
find repos tbat oil kote 
Another couple ke this for 


shelter beds in half, Reno Police Officer Jeff 
‘McCutcheon said. A total of 3,500 homeless 


people have received free trips home, with only 


4 percent returning to the city, he said. 


In Sacramento, police check travel applicants 
for outstanding criminal charges, which must 


be resolved before a voucher is issued. 


“One guy had some warrants for social nui- 
sance things like public drinking and camp- 
ing,” Sens said. “He went and did a week in jail, 


then he came back and showed up ready to go. 


‘That told me that he was committed to this.” 


Most candidates are referred by homeless 
shelters. Officials screen applicants to deter- 
mine if they are likely to complete a journey 


home rather than get off the bus elsewhere. 


Voucher recipients also get clean clothes, food, 


other staples 
cash to tide them over on long trips 


ind sometimes a small amount of 


‘The program has won strong support from 


social service agencies, which have viewed tra. 


ditional government approaches to homeless. 


ness with skepticism. 


“We think it's a great program,” said the Rev. 


Gregory Kirk of Union Gospel Mission. “It's one 
of the first things that the bureaucracy has 


done that works.” 


rate hikes for a while.” 


increase in wages, particularly since 


amount of goods and 


have felt little pressure to raise prices. 


and he might even put off any more interest 


Greenspan has acknowledged that there is 
little evidence yet of any potential inflationary 


produc: 

tivity growth continues to accelerate. With the 
efficiency gains from productivity ~ the 
services produced each 


hour worked ~ offsetting a large part of 
rise in labor costs, most employers generally 
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| Jobs: Dip in unemployment rate predicted : 
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percent rate this quarter, with consumer 


